
the pilgrim festival.

Celebration of the Fifty-sixth Anniversary
of the New England Society.

Speeches of Mr. Evarts, Rev. Dr. Adams,
Robert J. Walker, Rev. Dr. Storrs,
and Gov. Curtin, ofPennsylvania.

letters from President Lincoln, Secretary
Seward, Lord Lyons,

Ac., Ac.,Ac.

Sunday, the 22d of December, waa the anniversary of
tho landing of the Pilgrim fathers on the Plymouth rock
from the Mayflower. The event was commemorated yes¬
terday by au annual meeting (the fifty sixth) of the New
England Society, and a grand dinner at the Astor House,
over which the New England flag.a blue ground, with a

white quarter traversed by a red cross.floated during
the day.
At the business meeting tho Treasurer, Mr. Luther B.

Wyman, presented a report of the financial doings of the
society throughout the year, from which it appeared that
its income waa $2,490, its disbursements In charitte*
$1 ,760, and Its current expenses $116 76, leaving a
balance of $1,024 70 to the credit of tho society. The fol¬
lowing gentlemen were elected officers for the ensuing
year:.

President.Will lam M. ICvarts.
Pir t Vice I'residtnl.Henry A. IlurlbiiL
Second Vice /'resident.t buries A. Stetson.
Cb, nt ilorr.Hon. E. D. Morgan, William Curtis Noyes,L.I. P.. W. N. lilakeman, M. 1>., and s. N. Htobbins.
A iocs. orU Counsellors.Le Grand Lockwood, Edwin J.

B'own, Nathaniel Hayden, Simeon Draper, John W.
4uincy, Samuel L. M. Barlow, Joseph H. Choate and
Elliot C. Cowdin.
Secretaries.Luther B. Wyman and L. P. Hubbard.
The dinner, which was provided in the most sumptuous

Style, was served at half-past six o'clock. Among th*
Invited guests on the occasion were Governor Curttn,of
Pennsylvania; General Robert Anderson and his brother,
Judge Roosevelt, Judge Daly, Collector Barney, Robert J.
Walker, Jno. J. Saxe, &c. About 260 persons sat down
to dinuer. Grace was said by Rev. Dr. Adams. Among
the letters of apology received by the Committee of In"
vitatlcn wore the following:.

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT.
Excci'iivs Mansion, 1

Washington, Dec. 11, 1801. jMv Dear Sin.I have tho pleasure to acknowledge the
receipt this morning of your kind Invitation for the 22dDecember next, and to state that nothiDg but the exigen¬cies of public affairs could prevent me from availing my¬self of the privilege you have been so thoughtful as totender.

I regrot the more deeply the necessity that deprivesaae of the pleasure of mooting tho New England Societyen this occasion, since at no former time have the memoryand the example of our forefathers furnished a more In¬
structive subject for our contemplation than now, when the
institutions they founded are threatened by armed insur¬
rection, and all the powers of the government are pledgedto the support of the principles for wnich they tolled and
suffered. I have the honor to be, with great respect,your obedient servant, ABB. LINCOLN.To L. B. Wyman, Esq., Chairman.

LETTER FROM SECRETARY SEWARD.
Dktartmxnt or Stat*. 1

Washington, Dec. 11,1861. jTo C. A. Stniron, Esq., Astor House:.
DkarSir.Pray present my apology to the Sons of NewEngland fur declining their invitation to the annual NowEngland dinnor. My duties here allow mo little onjoy-ment of holidays. If it wore au Old England dinner in¬stead of a New England feast I would certainly strain a

point to attend. I would like so good an opportunity to
attempt to show to our cousins across the seas that thereis no material benefit or moral influence that can accrueto us that will not also increase the prosperity and great¬
ness of Great Britain, and that every disaster that befallsthe United States is also pregnant with sniftering and sor¬
row sooner or later tola) borne by Greet Britain. Ex¬
press my warmest acknowledgments to the committee,and believe me, ever faithfully, your friend.

WM. H. SEWARD.
LETTER FROM LORD LYONS.Lord I.yons has only to-day had tho honor to recetroIbe Invitation, dated the 24th of last month, which theCommitleo of Arrangements of tho New England Societyin the city of New Yuik have been so good as to addressto him. He regrets extremely that his official engage-make it impossible for him to accept it.

Washington, Dec. 8,1861.
DESPATCH FROM GOVERNOR MORGAN.

Albany, Hoc. 23,1881.
Expecting to be able to accept your kind invitation,

have not before acknowledged it. I n -w tind that duties
bore will prevent me from being present at tbo New Eng¬land festival this evening. Will you express to your dis
tingnishod guests my regrets at this, and accept my cor¬
dial thanks for the courtesy with which yon have honored
me? 1 am, &c E. D. MORGAN.

LETTER FROM GOVERNOR SPRAGPE.
No section of our country is so deeply interested In the

war in which we are now engugod as New Eng.and, and I
.otnetimcs imagine that ou the part of the So illi it is a
war for the reconstructs n of the government, with New-
England only left out. While we thus tar sudor only in
common with the other loyal States, it is yet apparent
enough that towards us, as New Engl iuders. with our
ultra snti slavery notio s, and our high tariff interests,¦the feeling of downright hate is chiefly entertained by our
Southern neighbors. How far we have deserved this
distinct.on 1 will not discuss. It is cnorgh for me that
our faults.and for one 1 frankly acknowledge their ex
istence.have not jus'.Hied, and do not justifythis terrible assault of wick'-d and misguided
m»n upon our national institutions. The No th mayhave been unnecessarily irritated, and unjustly dealt
with; she may have hud cau-e of c< tuplaint; but s! o can
present no rensonab'e and valid excuse lor this war uponthe best government ih it the wisdom of man ever pro¬
duced But the war exist*,ami the necessity is forced
upon loyal men of defending their government, not with
words merely, but with -troug r.ghi arms. I am glad
that in such an exigency the imjfi of all parties hi New
England, as in other loyal States, have promptly re¬
sponded to tlie government's call. Where much is given,
much is required; and where mccli is at stake, much is
expected in the way of labor and sacrifice. Much is ex¬
pected of New Knglnnd.and 1 feel saf . in siy.ng thai she
will do he' whole duiy. I think 1 Know what Rhode
Island is. and for her I vill pledge my word that whilo
this war is prosecuted for tho maintenance
of the constitution ami the restoration of tho 1'nioii, no
d.sloyal or neutral or Indifferent citizen will be found
within bcr b irdcrs. My dear sir, I trust wo shall not
forget that ibis rebellion is bused upon a mi- take: lb it
the masses of the South have lioen deceived by reckless
and ambitious m n touching our sentiments and pur¬
poses. It should bo our object, while vigorously prose-
c ting the war, to give the lie to,and not to substantiate,
the siatements by v. h ch thousands on thousands of
honest men at tho <outh have been misled. I.ot
us see to it that when tho war is ended
the Southern people shall blame their own leaders for
having deceived them, an n it us lor having confirmed
the stories these leaders have circulated in reference to
our motives. In this way only it. seems to m« can wo rc-
Btoro the l.'nion.a tini u of hands, and a union of
hearts.and bee >mo again a happy, prosperous and pow
erful nation. I do most heartily disavow an)- othor wish
than that of bringing tog-tlicr thro How belligerent Stat or,
without the loss to any one of them of a single
right or privilege which it has heretofore en oyed.
But 1 have no time to enter tho wide field towards
which these r.-maiks are leading me. Allow tnc to close
abruptly by offering the following sentiment:.
The Sons of New England.Wherever Providence may

caRt their lot,may th iir m-<lto for their country ever bo
that Of New England s in st gifted statu man ..' Ubcrty
and Union, now and forever, one au inseparable.''
Thanking you most heartily for your kind invitation, 1

am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WII.LIAM SI'RAGUU.

LETTER FROM GOVERNOR ANIdtEW.
Governor Andrew, in declining, on account of illness

and business, the invitation of the committee, writes:.
!>ot us all hope that the next Pilgrims' anniversary

will find our national peace restored, tho rights of tlie
people secured. the government unchallenged by rebel-
lion, tho happiness and welfare regarded of every child
of humanity beneath our flag, and oar country started
anew on n blo'sed can r of peaceful glory and of gene¬
rous benefaction to mankind. JOHN A. ANDREW.

LETTER FROM GOVERNOR Bl'CKINGHAM.
Governor Buckingli im, of Connecticut, tu declining tho

Invitation, says:.
With love for the sons of Now England and for tho in¬

stitutions founded and protectc 1 by their benevolence and
wisdom, with admiration for their iiidoiKiiidenee, energy.Integrity and love of liberty, and an unwavering con-
fldouce in the permanence of tin- American Union, I am
your obedient servant, \VM. A. BUCKINGHAM.

L. B. Wyuan, Esq.
LETTER FROM DANIEL 8. DICKINSON.

lllXGMAMTO.N, Doc. 2. 1881.Mv Peak Sir.l ant honored by your kind invitation tothe anniversary dinner of the '1 New England Society illthocitj' of New lurk," fur the 22d Instant, and regretthat, intending t<> be absent from the State at the time, 1shall be unable to join in the proposed festivities 1 re-
gret my Inahiliiy to attend, f.r the occasion must be one
ol pocullar interest, and l.o celebrated by evcrv son ofNew England with unusual pride and gratification whenhe points to the efforts of his tiativc land to resist rebel¬lion and preserve the Luiou. Sincerely yoursD. 8. DICKINSON. 1

After tho cloth was removed, grace raid by Rev Dr.
Btorrs, and a number ofladlcs admitted, the intellectual
entertainments of tho evening were introduced by u

¦peecb from Mr. Kvartb, tho President of the society, lie
expressed thanks for the honor conferred ou him in
choosing him as President. They had met to celebrate
that day on which on tho rock of Plymouth was pressed
the first lootstep of that energotlc and croatlvo power
which bus since overrun the continent, and is stopped, tf
It be stopped at all, in its sublime progress only by tbe
all coi.Qnibg sea. Hitherto, certainly until our last anni¬
versary, we have only had occasion to congratulate our-

¦elves on the prosperity, growth, wealth and powor
which bod attended their descendants aa we minted tho
current of our raco in the groat lido of iho population of
our country, fed from ao many sources, which advanced
across the continent and .objected to the principle, of

A VoaTu/oelw«mB|lit),.ra3r a<tr*al belt of lhls b*mtophere.
atari21 ^ u',Ul° darkness of that
atarleas night which brooded over (hi. country after the

Sum .?sllLr'7P,9,>n,,b;<,,h of November^untd !ho°
g:udb <>r Sumter announced the breaking day fAdpIhi.sc i

ortheWHl^im2'^ndm h°P° principles and the spirit
kindled »>» '.£? no7"e mcot'<. 'he full blare of war,

the Ptlortma use
Md 'ho prlnoiphi of

WO b.^ H.,1
°

.
nut f0®' ">»' though

the mV-wn .
owWon heretofore to rejoice at

he th dft ?b. ".'i iTj"'" triumphs in the frugality,
In lhe rhl'rar?^ ' enterprise which formed traits

StiVh^LTthn m
< lir ra ttnd th"'r descondania, wo

thei e itiM r i10 w
vear a deeperjoy in flndlng that

oflho l'nH.^V I ° lh"ir de«c 'Dda»l.x the Hterner traits

dancer ''r V ^'t"' We are in tUe midrt 01 * war of

turtfnn'l! 1? Tri.fl0° and of " unc°rUin fu-

oer nel^t r. a.Dd lho P°war which belonged to

rir S' l. og<,u to 1,10 ««*». of other

country uh r *. UP tha mixed population of our

mterthr .ta r ',' energies enough to secure to our

r : lL h freedom and tne growth which the virtues

howoec? or°.,Kr urc'' ^ U,"' Whtttcvt,r there may be,
nun Vr ' ft dullering and of sacrifice; whatever maybe
called for of heroism on our part, we never can approach
n I htoftlf. win *''ua.""n nf °<*r Ancestors when, ou the
dl ht of the 22d December, 1620, they stood on this conti-

their' a 'e y naked and alone, except that they had
their priuciples to depend upon. Whatever wo may yield
hi our country, w hatever we may do for our poalerlty con
hardly be recorded in the same page of glory with t'lioir
magnificent sacrifices that we might bo what wo aro and

iSlfk i_
" 8<i?5 a ^tntry as wo Inherit. What bos

!£?!!'fW£*men' bu"n® fulfilment of the Mlvmo
promiBo thut when a nation or an Indivloual espoused tho

rv blln£" 10 lhem th0 Heaven given dow

riches an'?honor*" i f1" rlg'lt Uand' and in he» 'eft hand

ILd tli^ii^'hi aMU..8 noyor doubt that if tho vlrtiio

^T.o .v, JP[ belonged to our ancestors survivo
is us, their enfdron, wo will havo adeipiato energies to
secure this continent to liberty and equal government fur
allgenerations that shall succeed us. (.Applause )
The first regular toast was
"The Day we Celebrate-We havo always cherished it id

wo JrtJTtnra »tho°!T'!f' an,(li1whon danKers threaten,
for n.l rl, ' 'ho,L»ndtoK or the Pilgr.ms and find heart

i2 j? strength for any enterprise."
»h 1

.AD¦4,,8 fesponded to the first toast. Never had
the anniversary or this society been celebrated umUr

w^ 1^10 imtlrei,|ClrCUH,nBUncC8 ""thfi Prcf:i'nt, but never

nesR a tenirtt Th«
8Uch "i-eciahty and joyous

tonight. Tho future was uncertain Thev hn/i

pt rwasP,'i;r;ne;rlh<Mro"T8' lheir P'irl b*es ;bu t^

KtnnHiuh S m*n °r thought and of action.Urudford
fctondwh, Brewster, Linnter, Franklin and Washington

'

roots o?UCy and toown?hem°LwV«'worthless

P^ssssSsgat eventide there would be light. Thei? briKt'£?.
lory wax in the foture not the na*# mdjEfi? 1

The second regular toaat was.
The President of the United States."

JUSISUr th° '.-^®'er^iogyfor
The third toast was.
" The Governor of the State of New York »

lumb1a "W three timos three. Music-" Hall Co-

MrTbEv^^dd'ed 'ttfTJ0 ',P8Pftch »« read, and

romrth regular toast was.

Tpr"taraTsrr'ii'K hosH'8
d'^r^Ta^^
he"«1d . n. ing> Jl° flr8t Mayor of New Yo k

sliisgic||i=
Tlie fifth regular toast was.

«aa^Vs!U.Dt^Uc0G^r,War-rr0mveachRtate,at the

v''ouH:HuTii
iS5£~5?i5'

..
imo 1,0 '""'just returned from Kansas

*thn «n at «r libom ami
ii. !L j J? which was cradled on board the Muv

-M rJ.,lrst '""tirwed at Plymouth rock Cheers ,

saaa£:
rr-uX.l

thl, SKSi", Tw.iTh "°w |llai'1"1 10 "venhrow

omIs of ct cdastmg hatred, and th.it tho time will mmo£3?^U'aara,

The soventi) toast was,

wS^^saasasrsaGod o| tb fri-el u; on thy brcatb
Our flag is for the right unrolled,

As broad and brave tu when itsMajy
First lit the hallowed time of old.

For duty still its folds shall fly
For honor still its glories burn,

Whore truth, religion, valor, guard
ihe patriot s sword and martyr's urn.

No tyrant's impious step is ours-
No lust of power ou nations rolled

Our flag.for friends a starry sky
*"r traitors, storm in every ioid.

O thus we'll keep our nation's life,
Ti. If. if l'F despots hurled;
The blou of all the world Is haro
And they who strike us strike the world.

God or the fro >' our notion bless
In its stroi g manhood as its birth

And make ita life a star of hope
For all the struggling of the earth.

Then shout he«ido thine oak,0 North!
O South! wave answer With thy tulm.

And tn our Union's heritage
Together sing tho nation's psalm.

The Kev. Sir. Snouts. of Brooklyn, responded to the
toast of the clergy, paying high compliments to the
intelligence ami energy ol New Ktiglaud. Ho re¬
lated an Incident of a Now Lngiander who, In the
South wan twitted nt a public entertainment with
the story of wooden%nutmrgs, and who said, "Well,
gentlemen. I do nut know how It is, hut upon my word
I would rather b< lung to the country where they made
these wooden nutmegs than to the country where they
bought them." (laughter.) The Sew England clergy
had as strong a hold to-day upon the imbue mind as they
had in the times of their Pilgrim Father*. If thcrsshould
be a great buttle on the lines of the Potomac, tbo voices
of New Knglund chaplains would ho heard in tho front
ranks. This was a religious war. He believed that
from this continent it was tho design of Providence to
Spread Protestant Christianity throughout the world. Tf
Cod was with them, then while the clergy yielded to none
in patriotism that patriotism became an enthusiasm for Cod
and thoCosi el,an'l the hastening of the milieu alday. Th-y
must do what it was for them to do. If, said he, it Is for
freeing blacks,free them. IfAmerican slavery stands In tho
way. then American slavery must be buried so deep be-
rieuib the crests of the Alleghan/ee and the water* of tho
Gulf, that the very t ame of it shall never be heard again.
(1 mhuKisstic applause.) I! it be possible to avoid a war
with Great Britain,let us by ail means avoiil it. Asa
shrewd commercial man, who < amo with me to-night
paid, "Let ua .nmlco reparation, lay It on the shelf, and
charge two per cent a month tor it (HI that account is set-
tied. (Applause.) Hu;, whenever, the irae comes for
settlement, let us understand thut the national integrityof the country is not to be surrendered to all the hosts
and all the fleets of Great Hiit&in. (Great enthusiasm.)When the time for that controversy comes, we shall not
have a nation, hostile at tho South, and another nation
hostile at the North; but, within six months from tho
proclamation of war, you can tiny all that is loft of thoUntied dominions in both the Canadaafor a couple of Con-t erate bonds. (Loud la gbter end applause.) Let usml la-doubtful of the future,Thestar-Uowering banner must never be furled,For us bin soma of light are the hope of the world.lie- next regular toast was.

"Tho L'niun of the States.of ail the Stales; it may cost

'r*"?"r"a"d '« m»r <.t blond, bat tt will stand, «nd will
I ( *LZnPrn**t" ,

b°tb " *"»*-"Yankee Rood Is.'»
t «o\ernorCniTi!f, of Pa., responded. He said:.

theZ'iiiV.. fi.* Nkw b"!I1!,d Hocwvy.I accepted
~ "»vlla '«n I" bo nroeut on tula occasion that I miaht

svlvania'' Si? r
loyal men Zsi^ of ?v{!n

th. i ,? , ,',. irti' prilsed-1 bave never looked upon
I," " a'yal (nan inside of Pennsylvania Save

InaisVoraSh! T]Vy, a!ld a vurr u'w gentlemen
in il.iH ro m, I have not had tho pleasure of a personal

SSlfT T any of yon. and bat for tke
!v J . n i k

fallen on our common conntrv I certain.

thls exllencv ho'i' from my labo'« '.»

the rw, ^ u lr i>
look upon a few who were with

and tbMr
Pennsylvania In tholr ardor, thoir z at

2d wickedyShduX. /."Ppr'M thm most lnfittna

U is ho dntv or <, cboen) Oontlemen,
to on. .iL, ' of flve,y man 10 devote himself

Vnt tZhi K
.

t"'r' OB0-an,t to that alone. (Applause.)
smbf!iSi th!^"'n government. I admit or Uo

lion la in fniin
iiovernniont exists, and the constitu¬

te "ctuid u« °W"' <""*«.) Wo arn n,,w "d
et h and the r°W ""sticathcd (If sword, and

with this Zu.h Its duty in this rebellion.

fAimlanao a ? »
rebellion. Wo understand no process

) ,n Pennsylvania wo lqjowot no temporising
of negotiation. They aro rebels: wicked relHs and

bo 2 1° "t"1 ruld 10 a '"H'timnle course they'shall
bo put to death. (Cheers.) From 1813 we hewn
had the constant eujoyrocut of aii enlarged com-
mcrco and un amount of prosperity under a form
of government which derives its principles from
the fathers of New England, and wicked Zn have

sSr'll111' Hut lnl ua meel tbeso men
w th mice, man to man, and punish them, and If our con-

th« hn'IJ>aUr .s" pu,r'®e<1 blood, why then batiio It In
the blood of the wicked. (Cbeorg.) 1 resuond Z it.
t ast. and 1 reco oise in it tlio immortal words of an irn-
mortal man. You will pardon mo, as a PennsylvZlZ
' '. r<"r°rring 1,1 the fact that tho sentiments of political'
FnM.n t'8 nU.8 ,rl? b£<m*bt b>' lbo Puritans of Now
England, and carried there by its representative*! w««

promulgated to the world in the dSaUon .fT
dependence. (Applause.) When the war was
over and a constitution adopted, you carried

iZffeo wntlmcnts of New England again m
P. nnsyWnma, and there again in Pennsylvania that con
stitulkin waa framed. We are not given tosudden
changes in Pennsylvania; but, mark me, when the people
think they are right the public feeling flows on with an

«£ c,".rrc"t 0'd0*°,e<1 loyalty to tho constitution.
Thotrtivernor passed a high ouloglum en tho Doonle of

ZTvo Zm. Sr ,h0 tu*ybadAh
-Z'rL ?' in supplying Uieni with school teachers
prorcMors of colleges, and goods of various descriptions'
at a remft>rt«? i*"." ,°U"(110 S8y w°rc 80n>etimes charged'
at a rcmaikahiy high rato. (Laughter.) Ponusvlvania
hud been sometiincs called u "blind giut^'w
ct those who designated her so but go arid p»|

hfr.P"'8® n°w, and they would And that thi
blood circulated freely, that In her borders there was

Uo«^ 1 acli'JI>. UltU 'be scales were fallen from at
least one eye of the blind giant, and her nartia rim«

of rh. nlui i T r°ady to shod their blood In defence
of the principles guaranteed to them by their fathers
(Cheers.) In lennsyivania they knew and understood
but one sentiment, which was fldelitv to th<»
constitution and a recognition of the visible head,
or thefgovernment , no mutter who thov were. (Cbem)
They were placed there by constitutional rights 2d
wherever, in all this vajst country thoro was anv effort
mado h'interfere with this execution of tho law Ponn

s.vlysnla had. with one heart,declared, in thesentl'ment m
^ °bbe (the speaker) now rospoudod, that it should ho
resisted even if It be to the shedding of blood. (AppZnL)

hi expressing his utmost confidence
in the ability of the I resident and General Mrf1iAitnn ?«

The next toast was
Hie Guns of Fort Sumter.a warning and a rallv in .

CO^C(h^^y^^c^Jepp^p|a{1^®j]^r®.t|be °rnamental

Of complexion botwoeu himself and his brother he^b?"
(Km ?,£" S VsSSiM
sat'? ^"ijy^svsag:
r. Rr.Vh"iUla,n^ fa,Ie'1 however, for In the An
family the light ng ran In the bract ».« ,, n,ierR(,n
He referred to tlmf.ct asa curious^lnZincft^I
father was In tho Tort of Moultrie fichtiZ ..' ,

"is

the First reg mcnt of arUllcry uud'r thZ5jwsafc»ar&i£=2i£
to that time Virginia, the miserableKJHsd theS
people wore mad-oxcept PcVt g?cZ GZ bZ hime
(Hurra for Pettlgrew.) Mr. Anderson made i verv hu
morous and amusing Bpcech.

*<?ry hu

Other speeches followed; and an odo was recited hv
Mr.JoD.G.SAXg.of which tho following'verbs'a're^

PILGRIM
Good friends hero assembled, in pleasant array
w. Zn,°K birth of that glorious day,
n hen the Mayflower,stowing In cabin .mi wmu
More burthen by far than he"?register^ h°W'
(A heavier cargo and far richer freight

'

lhan wus e'or underwritten In "Wall street" or "U»«tn

ind^nrVh' lr"m b®r bosom tho Puritan flock,
'

uZ k . ..rm s"re d"wn on that notable rock

p!m 1 I' c" desp"B ot*" worldly mutation

Theret 18i ai,jh,or and freedom's foundation
There s a solemn old ITiritnn guiding the train-
Eorg y. him his faults, liko a gcneroVs .mn
Thn nAli ,80". ? 1n<l Rtren«h If yoti can.

o on o ,H of 'be evening wero as follows .
Tho Press-Let it be loyal to country and loyal to

10. The Common Schools of New Encland iv.» t .. .

itsx*""**- ».sffss&'sr.sss
glory wZh^otunarms haveVon Sti^'ZefgnZ^
will never bo dlmmefl In the presence of dome»1?c fw?

United States Itcvennc Service.
DEATH OF CAPTAIN HENRY D. HUNTER.

Captain Henry I). Hnnier, lately attached to tlia United
States Revenue service, has departed this lifo, and a

meeting of the officers connected with the service was
hold at the Eastern Hotel, at which the following rcsolu.
tionsof condolence were unanimously adopted:.
Whereas. Ilcnry P. Hunter, Captain in the United

States Revenue 6 rvice,has departed this life while in
the performance of his duties; nn<l whereas, the death
of such an officer at s moment of national peril is a lrss,
not on y to the service, but also to his country, it is,therefore, unanimously resolved, by the officers of tho
service, his lute companions,

1. That wo regard the death of Captain Henry I),
ltonlcr as a calamity to our corps, and that we take this
opportunity of expressing to his widow our sympathy iu
her borenvem nt, ar.il that justice t" his memory re¬

quires us to add that his character was spotless, and
that liis ruling motives were his country's good and tbo
perpetuity of her institutions.

2. That a copy of this preamble and resolutions he sent
to tho widow of the deceased and to the principal papers
of New York city, and that tho officers of the service
wear mourning lor the space of ten days.

F. Martin, Captain. Geo. W. King, Lieutenant.
J. M. Jones. Lieutenant, R. K. Kellum. "

Joseph Amazecn, " W. 11. Duraont, "

Dudley avenport," and leu others.
A.L.Rogers, "

Nin.o's Garden..This house was reopened last niglit,
when the public had the opportunity of again witnessing
the wonders of prestidigitation at tho hands of the great
magician. Herrmann, who, since his lata appearance iu
New York, lias been astonishing the world elsewhere.
The former frequenters of Niblo's will experience an

agreeable surprise nt the sight of the theatre as it now
appears. It is a beautiful spoetacle of pink and gold,
with a dcllcato edging of white lace. Every part of the
building has been thoroughly repaired, refitted and re¬

decorated, the latter iu tho best taste. From tho richly
painted ceiling to tho footlights everything is re¬

freshing to tho eve. 'Uio embellishments aro

varied and elabnrato without being gandy. Tho
arrangement of the balcony and orchestra chairs is such
as to ensure ample spare for their occupants, nttd at the
game timo to give a goneral appearance of roominess to
tho entire floor. The whole house looks neat and now,
and cleanliness enhances the effect of a certain magnifi¬
cence in making it a pleasure to bo seated within its
walls. Tho attractions of the prestidlgitateur, added to
those of the theatre, will doubtless draw vast numbers to
tho scene during tbo brief season for w hich ho is an¬
nounced to perform. Of his tricks, to use
a word less incomprehensible than tho nu®
Mr. Herrmann would bo likely to select, we need
say little mi re than that they are as skilfully performed
as when tho Professor first surprise d the town with Ihem
at tho Academy. Wc have tho same wonderful rolling of
two rabbits into one and one Into nothing nt all; the same
mysterious substitute.ns of turtle doves, with borrowed
jugs round their necks, for a fry ing pan full of eggs and
flame; tho same lliroudlug of brass rings, and alarming
operations upon "Mr. Edouard,'* on whoso skull it is only
necessary to drop an egg in order to have it fall through
his mouth or nose, as the cose may be. Surely, such
I real men t would be eno igh to addle the brains of any
one but him. Habit, however, is second nature-
One novelty of the performance last night was the intro¬
duction of Master Alexando Herrmann, a brother of tho
presdlligltateur's. who is quite as remarkable fertile
faculty of second sight as Mrs. Herrmann. Fitting blind¬
folded on tho stage he described correctly everything
handed to his brother by tho audience in various parts
of the house. He read the numbers of notes and watches,
and replied to questions of detail w.tli surprising ra¬

pidity, and was deservedly applauded when he rose.
Some of the b at. tricks In the reftrt'i wore given last
night, and the epplaiiso which they elicited was un¬
bounded. in conclusion, we may monti n that the or-
chestra, under the direction"of Theodore Tic :u is, filled up
tho intervals with some excellent operatic s >lcctions.

NEWS FROM KENTUCKY.
THE RAILROAD DESTROYERS AT WORK.

iMimviLLM, Ky., Dec. 22, 1801.
Passengers from below report that everything ia quiet

there. They confirm the recent rumor of the rebela
tearing up the railway tracka botween Green river and
Bowling Green.

Ttio rubela engaged at the late Munfordaville fight
were three skoloton,not full, regiment*, numbering in the
aggrrgato fourteen hundred men. The Union force waa
three hundred and seventy, and waa led by Lieutenant
Colonel Von Trebua, and not Voo Weber, aa reported.
The forces of Generul Schoeptr still remain t« statu quo,

and no Immediate engagement ia expected.

EXPULSION OF MEMBERS OF THE LEGIS¬
LATURE.

Cincinnati, Dec. 23,1861.
A despatch to the Commercial of this city from Frank¬

fort Ky., aaya that the follow ing members have boon ex¬

pelled from tho Kentucky House of Assembly for aiding
the rebellion:.Johu M. KUlott, Daniol Muthowson.A. R-
Boone, G. W. Kwing, J. C. Gilbert and J. A. King.

In tho Kentucky Senate a committee bad recommended
the expulsion of J. M. Johnson for the gaine cause.

The expedition from General Schoepff'a camp, on the
I8lb Inst., went within two miles of General Zolltcoffor's
camp and returned. Tho movement was only a feeler to
find their locality and view their ground.

OUR LOUISVILLE CORRESPONDENCE.
Louisyilijc, Ky., Dec. 17,1801.

The Late Affair at Green River Between the Union Troop*
and Rebels.The three* Unpaged.Description of the
Battle Field.Detail* of the Battle.Movements of Rebel
Troopt Under Generals Rosttau and Johnston.Condition
of AffairI Near Green River.Our Troops Actively Mooing
Forward.Eastern Kentucky.Movements of the Rebels.
Confirmation of the Capture of Captain i'rime, of the
United Btates A rmy.Kenluckians Enrolling Themselves
t'rt the Union Army, <tc.
The telegraph has announced to yon the particulars, as

far as known here, of the aflhlr at Greon river, between
the pickets of the army and the Texan Rangers, lnfor.
mation in detail has been suppressed at headquarters, and
my account cannot bu as succinct as I should desire. The
detachment of Colonel Willich's First Indiana Gorman

regiment engaged was composed of but five hundred men.
Tlio rebels engaged in the outaet are said to have been in

strung force, probably not less than twelvo hundred.
The position of our men was on the northern slope of a

conical hill which, three miles south of Green river and
two miles east of the railroad, rises to a considerable
height, commanding the railroad, as well as tho pike,
which la tho main approach to the ferry at llunfords-
villo. This position is naturally a strong one, the form of
the hill making it, in fact, a natural intrenclimcnt. To
this advantage, 1 am inclined to think, Colonel Willich's
men are partly indebted for their success In holding their

position as long as they did, and until reinforcements
could arrive.
Tho rebel Colonel Terry made the attack, as I have

staiod, in force and from two quarters. His men

were'mounted Texan Rangers, supported by two regi¬
ments of infantry and two pieces of artillery. Tho
attack had hardly been made when Gen. McCook com¬
menced throwing troops across tho stream, the pontoon
bridge which had been previously constructed being used
for that purpose.
In tho first attack Col. Terry, in command of the Rang¬

ers, fell,and his men retired. A sharp exchange of mus¬

ketry then took place between the infadtry of the rebels
and Col. Willich's battalion, while tho rebel artillery open¬
ed at a long range and with little offoct on our advancing
columns. Tho reinforcements having come up and others
being hastily advanced, the rebols withdrew, bearlDg off
their killed and wounded, which are estimated at thirty-
five killed and fifty wounded. It is reported that the
whole affair was done with an admirable coolness highly
creditable to Col. Willich and his men. There was no

hasty and indiscriminate flriug, but the shots were in¬
tended to produco effect, and it is slutod undoubtedly
did. Tbn affair occupied only about half an hour dr time,
and the number of killed and wounded testify to the gal¬
lant conduct of our mon.
No crossing of Grocu rivor has yet been made In full

force. I wrote you an account of the crossing some time
since of the three brigades of Generals Neafey, Ros-
suau and Johnston. It appears that that move¬
ment was not made with the intention of occu¬

pying permanent positiona south of tho stream,
but was meant as' a reconnoissance In force. Pick¬
ets having hcou established and a force detailed beyond
tho Ifridgo builders now eugaged on tho railroad bridge,
the brigades returned to the northern shore, leaving
Colonel Willirh at tho position whero ho was attacked,
and Colonel Crittenden, with the Sixth Indiana, at tho
ruilroad bridge. The attack of the Kangors, under
Terry, was'made the day subsequent to the withdrawal
of the three brigades. This is probably tho only demon¬
stration ive shall have from the rebels for some time.at
least until our whole force is enabled to advance. Until the
supply trains are enabled to cross Green river railroad
bridge such a forward movement cannot be expected. A
general battle is not expected by the best informed mili¬
tary men, although the departure front tho city of
several batteries of artillery.forty-seven pieces in nil.
by this morning's trains would Beem to indicate that
such a result may bo anticipated. Gen. Buell left tho
city tbiB morning for Greon river; but it is not looked
upon as a final abandonment of city quarters for tho
field.
The city is full of rumors to the effect that a second

battle has been fought at Green river bridge; that our
troops have been badly worsted, and have been compelled
to retreat to the northern shore. I have tho best reasons
for stating that this is extremely doubtful. Tho present
.itnation of affairs at that point is about as follows:.
There are nobrigados, not oven a complete regiment, on the
southern bank of tho river, with the oxcepttou of Colonol
Crittenden, who is guarding tho bridge while men arc en¬
gaged in rebuilding it, and tho portion of Colonel Willich's
which was engaged in (lie light. Captain Stone's buttery
is reported ucross the river,but It is very improbable.
There is little doubt entertainod tliut a strong resist¬

ance will Iks made to our coming in force. The whole of
the rcbelforco stationed at Cave City has been pushed
forward, and will resist tho passage of our troops. If
compelled to fail bnck to Rowling Green, nB will proba¬
bly be the case, it will bo slowly disputing tho way with
vigor. Wo cannot follow them up with any great rapidity
uitiil tho railn ad bridge and track shall have been recon¬
structed. This bridge ia now being rebuilt, ous
hundred and seventy men being eugaged at this
time upon it. H will roquiro ul least two
weeks to complete it. Until It is done we shall not have
a crossing it) force, and tiino must tbeu elapse before wo
can nrrlvo nt Bowling Green or have a pitched battle. It iB
gratifying to know that tho centre and wings are moving
slowly and surely, assuming positions as if it was meant
to rot ain them.
General Zolllcoflbr is held in check by General Schnopff,

who is still south of Somerset. A movement has been
made in the direction of liurkesvillc, from Columbia, by
General Itoytc, lint with wli.it force is not known. Tho
news from Hastern Kentucky is of a less encouraging cha¬
racter. The counties of that part of the State are being
ravngodby Marshall's forces, who, since Nelson's rolroat
from I'reslonburg, has advanced far towards tho in¬
terior. One thousand rebels are reported near Owings
vllle, who state that they intend quartering there. The
force which lately occupied West Liberty, in the same
district, has been withdrawn, after appropriating all
articles of food and ehvtning available for their pur|K>?es.
Farther cast Colonel Moore, wttli a regiment of Ohio
troops, bus been compelled to l'all back liom Louisa be¬
fore the main force of Humphrey Marshall, who was last
reported in possession of that place. It ,s not improba¬
ble that Greenupsburg, Greenup csunty, will share tho
fate i f its neighboring city, Guyandottc.

It is stated here that Governor Morton, of Indiana, will
soon ho made a Major General, with a view to placing tho
administration of affairs in tho Department of the Cum¬
berland in his hands while General Buell takes tho field.
No abler or moro popular tnan rould be appointed.
Captain Prime.of Genera) Knell's stall', lately wounded

and taken prisoner, is said to be in Nosh vllle. Captain
Prime was one of the most important officers in tins do-
partment, nud his temporary lose will bo sorely felt.

Ft is stated that the Blue Grass region of ihis State,.which, according to the Nashville Courier, furnished ten
thousand men to lie rebols, lies sent 6,105 men to the
Union army. The Blue Grass region is the nume giveu
to the rich counties.sixteen in number.immediately
surrounding Lexington, and is looked upon as a strong
secession district. The total of Kentucky enlistments for
the Union army is 28.000.

Presentation to Colonel Morgan, of the
Ninetieth Regiment.

The friends of Colonel Morgan, of tlio Ninetieth rogi
mcnt, New York Volunteers, yesterdny proceeded to
Governor's Island, to present the Colonel with a brace of
Colt's navy pistols. Mr. Wm. B. Walkor, of tho t'nion
barracks at Fast New York, where the regiment has
been quartered, mado the presentation speech. Colouel
Morgan replied in a highly patriotic speech. Mr. Frank
W. Shcphard, Mr. I.uther Horton. Wm. H. Thiflin anil
Mr. John Ireland wore all called upon and oncli delivered
.pproprlato speeches. After the ceremony the company
were invited to pnrtnkeof the luxuries of the ?e.c- ,

which ere served on a boantlful tabic. Colonel hoonns,
who |s tho commander on the island,.presided at the
tnlde, and everything passed off in a very happy manner.
Mr. Walker, who made the presentation speech, is trustee
of tho regiment.

Aill to the Troop* at Port Royal.
The United Plates Sanitary Commission his sent an

Inspector to Port Roynl and Hilton Head, with 130 largo
boxes of hospital stores.the ccutributi us of iho
patriotic.Including 1,200 blankets and abundance of
clothing for the sick iu hospital, and also vaccine virus
for the entire military force.

Markets.
rttlLADKLrillA STOCK BOAKD.

I'll LA DILI III*, lice. 23,1881.
Stocks dull. Pennsylvania 6's, 77 '4 Heading Kt llroad,

lflji; Morris < anal,. (2; J.ong Island ltatiroad, v) Potin
tyivanla Railroad, 30%.

PHTL.tnttT.tBJA, Pec. 23,1 i6l.
Ttreadf'.! I's generally doll. Flour dull at 37>e

Wheat declined 3c: white, $1 43 a $1 4fi: re.', $1 :ii a
$1 3ft. Corn ipiiet: old yellow, 04#.: l.iar.t; <.. oiNiiull
at 800. n 40c. Provisions c|utot: nc. ''rk, $ 1'i 60 a
$13. Coffee advancing. Whiskey doll at 2'Jc. a 20){c.

IMPORTANT FROMJORTRESS MONROE.
A Skirmlib at Newmarket Bridge.

Foutkshh Moniioi, Dec. 22. )
Via Baltirori, Deo. 23,1861. J

A skirmish took place to day at Newmarket Bridge.
Four companies at Newport News, sent out at nine

o'clock this morning, were also attacked by the rebel
cavalry and Infantry.
Colonel Max Weber's regiment was ordered to relmorce

them, and went to their aid.
Colonel Wardrop's regiment also went to Hampton

Bridge.
Orderly Sergeant Rehr,of Company I. Twentieth New

York regiment, and two or tbreo others, were wounded.
The affair is all over now, but the particulars are not

yet received.

OUR FORTRESS MONROE CORRESPONDENCE.
Foktrkms Monro*, Va., Dec. 19,1861.

Official Document from General Wool Rewarding Southern
Correspondence.Wke Steamer George Pcatiody, Mc., (te¬
la regard to letters Intendod for the South, General

Wool has directed his Ald-de-Camp, Major Ellas B. Car-
'ing, to issue the following, which I was requested to
make public:.

TO TDK EDITOR OF TIlE HERALD.
HsauqoAETswi Dspaktmsnt ok Virginia,!
Foktkwh Monkos, Va., Dec. 19,1861. I1 would respectfully request that you publish tho foi

lowing, for tho Information of the friends of prisoners or
war and others wishing to communicate with tho
South:.
There arrivo daily at tho department headquarters a

largo number of letters, with request* that they bo sent
South, all or which have to bo examined by the General
and hie stall' before they can pas*. Nome of these letters
aro very long, and 1 would make the following sugges¬tions to these who wish their letters to bo read and
IKlPBfd

1. That they restrict themselves to a single pago of
ordinary letter paper, legibly written; otherwise their
letters will be laid aside altogether, and go to tho Dead
Letter Office,or will reach their destination too lute to
bo of service to those for whom they are Intended.

2. Tbnt the letter bo addressed to the person lor whom
intended,and not encloseu to Gen. Wool, but maiked
" Via Fortress Monroe, Va."

3. That such lotters contain no allusion to business,politics or tho war.
. ,By orderof Major General WOOL.

E. B. Carung, Ald-de-Camp. |The steamer George Peabody arrived this morning
from Hattoras, but the little news transpiring at that
Tesert of Sahara was anticipated by the S. It-
Spaulding.

,Tho following is a list of the letters sout South con¬
taining money for our prisoners at Richmond:.
Captain Ralph Hunt, prisoner of war, Richmond, Va.,containing $1 in gold.
Captain Robert T. Shlllinglaw, Seventy-ninth regimentNew Vork State Militia, prisoner or war, Richmond, Va.,containing $5 in gold.
Wm. Walloch, California regiment, prisoner of war,Richmond, Va.,containing $3 in gold.
JosephR.Wlioeler, prisoner of War, Richmond, Va.,containing $1 in gold.
A. J. Shurz, California regiment, prisoner of war,Richmond, Va.,containing $2 in gold.
James J. Monaghan, Forty second regiment New York

Volunteors, prisoner of war, Richmond, Va., containing12 60in gold.
James M. Edgar, California regiment, prisoner of war,Richmond, Va., containing $2 60 in gold,
Corporal James C. Kafty, California regiment, priosnerof war, Richmond. Va., containing $1 In gold.
GeorgeSwigear, California regiment,prisoner of war,Va., containing$2 in gold.
Henry Little, California regiment, prisoner of war

Richmond, Va., containing $1 in gold.
Adam Simon, California regiment, prisoner or war,Richmond, Va., containing $2 60 in gold.

Tin® Sixth Regiment S. Y. V. (Cavalry).
This regiment, which has been encamped at Staten

Island for the past threo months, at a Into hour last even¬

ing was in readiness to take its departuro for tho seat of
war. This is tho second regiment of the Ira Harris bri¬
gade, and is composed of an excellent and select body of
men. The greatest care has been taken in organizing the
Sixth, that men of good character and natural physical
proportions should alone be accepted, and this carc has
produced as fine and efficient a regiment as could well be
brought together. Their long stay on Staten Island has
mado them quite efficient in military tactics, and on their
arrival at the seat of active operations they will be able
to confront tho enemy as disciplined soldiers. They have
been engaged for the past two days in making prepara¬
tions for departure, and expected to got off on Saturday
last, but their departure was postponed until yesterday.
On Sunday tho encampment of the Sixth was crowded by
a number of tho friends of the doparting soldiers, who
expressed their sympathy Tor their relatives who were
hurryiug on to the scene of strife, perhaps never again to
return. Tho men aro armed with sabres, but Ibe^o
will bo exchanged on their arrival at tho
scat of war. In cavalry exercise they are qmto
proficient, and will compare favorably with any
organization of tho kind tliat his left the State of New
York. Tho regiment were in tho act of embarking on
board a sieamor yesterday afternoon when our reporterleft the Island, and no doubt took their departure lor
Washingt. n, via tho Camden and Amboy route, last night.The following is a list of officers:.

Staff Officers.
Colonel Thomas Devin.
Lieutenant Colonel D. McV icker.
First Major J- B. Daly.
Second Major S. Carwandine.
Third Major Floyd Clarkson.

Line Officert.
Company A.Captain Orno; Coraiwiny B.Captain H. W.

Lyons; Company C.Captain Frauk B. Medley; Companyp Captain Boar isley: Company E.Captain Hall; Com¬
pany F.Cantaln Hannahs; Company G.Captain Stanley;Company H.Captuin Sheldon: Company 1.Cap-am
Smith; Company J.Captain Crocker; Company K.Cap
taio Johnson; Company M.Captain J. Van Buren.

Floral Banquet and Soiree to tlxc Swedlih
Natal Officers.

The Swedes, Danes and Norwegians resident in tbis
city guve a floral banquet and soiree to Commander Ad
lorsparro and officers of the Swedish frigate Norrkoping,
now anchored or the Battery, last evening, in Pythagoras
Hull, in Canal street. Tbo affair was gotten up Irregar.l-
Icss of expense, and exhibitod good taato on the part o1
the committee, Messrs. A. Moller, P.I. Iosoplircn, A.
Wistov, C. L. Berggrcn and A. G. Sundstron. Tho oillccis
of tho frigate were prcsout in full uniform. The ball
room was specially decoratod for J the occasion \t Uh
wreaths nud garlands of (lowers and tho Hags of tho
United States. Norway. Swuden and Denmark, allure
wus a largo gathering of Scandinavian ladies, elegantly at¬
tired in fushionablo costumes. The soiree commenced at
nine o'clock andkvas continued until midnight, when tho
company retired to tbo banqueting hall, where a sump¬
tuous supper was iu waiting. The special guests, amongwhom was C. E. Habecht, the Swedish and Norwegian
Consul at this port, occupied prominent places at tbo
principal table. After amide justice had been done tlio
viands spread before tho company, tho following toasts
were proiiosed, viz:.''The King of Sweden and Noi way.
This was responded fo by Consul Habccht. Tho second
regular toast was "The King of Denmark;" the third,"The Commander and Officers of the Swedish frigate
No:rkopmg." Rcsponed to by Commander Adlersparro.
Tlte fourth toast, "Tho President of the United Stat s;"
the fifth, "The Scandinavians;" tho sixth, "Tho ladles."
These were followed by a serios of volunteer toasts.
After the banquet tho guests returned to the ballroom,where the dancing was resumed and continued until two
o'clock this morning
The affair was highly honorable to the distinguished

guests oud highly creditable to its authors.

City Intelligence.
Pay School ofOcr Lady of Mercy. Horsros Street..

Tlic Christmas examination of tho pnpils of the above in¬
stitution took place on Thursday, tho 19th inst., before a
very select and respectable audience. Among tboso pres¬
ent, we noticed tho Very Rov. Mr. Starrs, V. G., and the
Rev. Messrs. Harry, Mooney, Ncligan and Wood, of this
city. The exercises, which consisted of vocal and instru¬
mental music and amusing und instructing dialogues in
French and English, were admirably iierformed, and the
pleasure afforded tho parents of the pupils and others
who had the happiness of being present was expressed
by frequent applause. Several of the pieces were ten¬
dered 1n French, and with a correctness and purity oi ac¬
cent and pronunciation which indicates the attention
paid to this branch of cducaliou in the institution Smio
of tho pieces were original, comiiosc.l for the occasion,and were calculated not only to interest the audience and
exhibit tho proficiency or the young ladies in their
studies, but were also admirably adapted to instil Into.
tbeir minds sentiments of pie:y and Christian charity.It was as gratifying as It was surprising to see children
not over six years old execute difficult music, and per-form their respective parts in French dialogues, with ex¬
cellent judgment am! precision. Tliecxcelier.ee of tho
instruction and training bestowed by the good Sisters of
Mercy was very palpably exhibited in the exercises of
the pupils of every grade, trom tho child of six years old
to the young lady of seventeen.
Ssnuon aY Rev. Hit. Caiiill..Dr. Cahill will preach In

St. Patrick's cathedral on Christmas morning, at half pastUm o'clock, for the benefit of the Orphan Asvium.
Shouting and Staihum;..Henry Smith, of So. 102 Cen¬

tre street, ard Seerllliu Campero became involved in a
quarrel on Sunday night, when Smith, as it is al-
lodged, drew a pistol and shot his adversary in
the forehead. Tito ball, us.luck would happen,'onlyinl!ict''d a scalp wound, and produced but little
inconvenience to the assailed party. In addition 10
the assault with tic pistol, Smith'used a clnb with
coiisi arable effect, rendering v-ad of his victim n
mass of tumps and bruiser. vis brought before
Justice Brennan, and hold to nail in l' -;:m ol $1;OO0 to
onswer.
The dwelling house N'o. ~rr ikfcrt street, was the

sceno of a ssrioua affray on El; u'ap .right, between two
men named Thomas tlrplien and I'anlcl Corcoran. Ibirhig
the tight drphen drew a kulfe aud stabbed his adversary
in tl.c neck, Indicting a severe wound. Policemen Me-
Give y.-fthcF urlh precinct, ai ie*lod tlio assailant and
lor'.od him "P in 'lie T nibs. V "derday the prisoner was
lire r lit before Justice Ilrennau and committed for exam¬
ination.

NEWS FROM QEN. BANKS' DIVISION.
OPERATIONS OP THE HOSTILE ARMIES.

WnjjAnarorr, Md., Dec. 19,1M1.
Yesterday a rebel battery, or a section of ono, consist¬

ing of one rifled and one smooth bore sis-pounder, tried
their range on Colonel Leonard's (Thirteenth Massachu¬
setts} pickets at Falling Waters, about four miles below
this plaoe. Several shells and solid shot from the former
paasod over and around our men, but those from the lat¬
ter fell short of ftie distance by forty rods. Colonel
Leonard sent down one of Captain Best's guns and a.
Parrott piece belonging to Captain Knapp's Pennsylvania-
battery. One of the enemy was killed and another
wounded. Several attempts were made to get the>
wounded man out of the range, but every tlrao our sheila
drove them back. At night they oatno down and took
him off.

Mr. Jacob Byers, residing near Falling Wators, say!"
that he knows positively that the rebols have more than,
one hundred b >ats near tho river; but Colonel I/>ouard
is satisfied from other sources that they have not mort
than fifty.
Ou Sunday last threo Raltimoroans deserted from the .

rebel army. They were two drummer boys and a sol
dier.
Yesterday tho enemy reconAnenced their operation!

on Para No. 5, and succeeded in breaking up the Vir
glnia side; and at night they got into the log work ana-
mndo considerable advance in thoir work before daylight
dawned, when our battery opened on them, causing s

suspension of operations. They then commenced a serial
of .shelling, alternately on the dam and our battery.
While this was going on they mode a demon
stration on Failing Waters. Here they were met-
by a section of Best's battery and a Parrot gun,
which induced them to increase their range.
At Pam No. 5 this afternoon our guns threw tw<-

shells into a house near Mrs. Colston's mill. Th y ex

plodiHi, and at least fifty relicts were seen to run oat.
Wo had no moans of ascertaining the number killod and'-
wounded. later in the evening the same oxperlment
waB tried on tho mill, which has been a reb l rewlezvous
of late, and to-night a heavy smoke in that direction in¬
dicates that it is on fire.
A desertor says that when General Jackson left Win¬

chester no troops remained there; but this is doubted by
Col. Leonard, who lias been credibly informed that there
is a considerable force on the si'lo of tho city towards
Romney. From tho b"st sources of intelligence it would
anpear that General Jackson lias but 5,000 to ti.fllK) men.
Also, that ho has rerun ed positive orders to destroy Dam
No. 5. even at the sacrifice of every one of his men.
The place most easily forded, should it be Jackson's in¬

tention to cross tho river, is at Shaffer's mills, below
Fading Waters, and that point consequently is strongly
guarded.
OUR WILLIAMSrORT CORRESPONDENCE.

WlUJAMSFORT, Dec. 20,1861.
Dm Late Affair at Kiting Waters.The Rebels DerCrot/inf
Dam No. 6.77te Loss on Both Sides.Moormenis of UrUot
Troops.Continuation of the Army Telegraph Lines.
Tricks qf Speculators, <tc., <£c.
The result of the skirmish at Falling Waters, day be

fore yesterday, was not very serious on"either side. Out
men bad two pieces of artillory, as bad also the rebels,
but the contending parties wore about a mile and a hall
a art, which rendered their firing almost wholly ineffee
tual. We had about two hundred of the men of the Mas¬
sachusetts Thirteenth present during tho whole day,
whito tho enemy, so far as they revealed themselves iu a>

largo woods where they were conceaUd, showed them"
selves very strong. None of our men were oither killed
or wounded, though tho enemy are known to have losk
several. Tho firing was again resumed yesterday morn¬

ing, but continued only a short time, when the rebels-
retired, and it ceased entirely.
We had alto another pretty severe skirmish yesterday,,

at Dam No. 6, eight miles above, on the Potomac. It
lasted from early in the m >rning till aftor dark lost eve¬

ning. It was found, during the day before, that the.
rebels, who wore tearing the dara away in a concealed
position on the other side, wore greatly protected by a

large mill, stauling near tho dara, belonging to Mr. Cole,
son. Itbjin-;, therofore, deemed necessary to destroy
the mill, a portion of Captain Best's battory was sent
from here late night before lust for that purpose. It ar¬
rived on the ground oarly yesterday morning, wliaa tit
was immediately followed by the Connecticut Fifth, C'oL
Terry, which arrive i hero with Captain Best's battery,
tho diy before, from Frederick. As soon as our guns
were planted wo opened U|*n tho mill, which was imme¬
diately d emolished, the rebels, who were Just at that time.
*. -or.dy p -ppcred with our small arms, Hoeing from it.
lik, -rats from a sink ug vessel. Tho tiring wag kept ap-
the wbolu day with small a tns and canister. The ene¬
my, h mover, did not have any artillei y till in iho aftev-
part of tho duy. when they opened upon ug briskly. It-
wasllllieult to determine how strong they wore, on ac¬
count of their roncealc.1 position, but their forces evi¬
dently exceeded our own by a very largo number.. We <

lost tione of our mou during the engagement, whilo tho
enemy lost a considerable umber in killed and wounded,,
including. It is said, one officer. They, however,so for
succeeded in injuring tho am on the Virgluia side as to
leave all iho water out of it, as well as out of the canal.
There has baen for some timo considerable >

oouji-utui o as to their real object in wishing
to destroy the dam; but I think now. that
it lias been chictly with a view of affording them, should
they desire it, an en^y crossing at that point.
Kvoryth ug is pretty quiet ttiis morning above and be¬

low here on tho river, but an attack by the rebels at-
some (Kiint is momentarily looked for. Tho First regi¬
ment of Potomac "Home (luard arrived yesterday, and
will soon tie followed by othor portions of General flanks''
division. Two companies, Captains Colo and Horner, who-'
arrived hero som what in advance of the regiment, cume
by tin) way of (lagerstown, six miles from here, where-
they found tho pen; le very much frightened in const-
q .e ice of tho rumored crossing of the ent-mv at Fwlit
Waters. Tilings, howeter, havesincebecomsquiottl -re

and are m- vlug on as usual. Thegwerumontcoinme
constructing the prqjectod telegraph j esterday from that
place to Hancock and thence to Romney, which, whan-
completed, wi l form a continuous line from tho latier
place to Wsshir gi< n by the way of General Banks' hood-
quarters at Frederick. This wlil very much faci.itate the
progress of events «-n the Upper Potomac.
The la'sc a'arm of the enemy crossing at Falling Waters

on Tuesday niuht w s doubtless the work of traders andr,
speculators in this p ice nnd neighborhood. The pros-nice
of .he Massachusetts Thirteenth and Illinois Thirty-ninth,.
together with several compan.cs of cavalry, bud afTordod
thorn a fine ilelil for their operations for some timo; aud
when tl ey hal nearly all gone on Monday, some going up
nnd others down the river, these in -n, like Otbolio,.found
"their occupation gone." In order, therefore, to restore .

their opp-'i tunlti s of fraud and s' eculation upon the
soldiers, they succ-adod in getting up a import of that
kind, which has already had its desired effect. This:-
thing, however, should lie more effectually stopped by.
tho government in some way. There is no doubt that a
protty strong force is necessary here; but that necessity
should not subject our bruvo men to the merciless opera¬
tions of a set of thieving speculators, who arc becoming
rich while the country is growing poor.

EXECUTION OF LANAHAN, THE MURDERER
OF MAJOR LEWIS.

The following order in relation to Lanahnn, the mnr-
derer of Major hew is, wag recentiy issued by General'-
MctTellan:.
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Washinoton, Dec. 13,1861. |
I..Poforo a general court martial, of which Colt-net'

Thomas II. Ruger, Third Wisconsin Volunteers, is presi-
dent.convened at the camp of General Banks' division,,
bv virtue of Special Orders, No. 112. or tho 2isf of Octo¬
ber, 1861, from tbo/o h-udqiiarters, was .irra -no ami"
tried private John Lannagan. of Company 1. Fo ;y-g,.\tlv
rtyltncnt. Pennsylvania Volunteers, on tlte lodowing
churgo and specification:.
Charge.Offering violence to his superior officer, he

being in the execution of his office.
Specification.In this, that he, the Raid private

John Lannagan, of Company I, Forty-sixth re¬
giment of Pennsylvania Volunteers, in the-
county of Montgomery, Maryland.-near Muddy Branch-
011 the road leading from R-'Ckville to Darncstown, did
lift up his loaded musket, on the 22(1 day of September,.
1861. against bin superior officer, Major AraoU Lewis,,
of tho Forty-sixth regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers,
being then and there in the execution of bis office, and
with the sai l lo-ule I musfc't he, tho said privao John
lannagan,did then aud there shoot and kill the said Major
Lewis.
Towhich charge and specification tho said private Johnt

Lannagan plead "guilty."
Tno Court, after mature deliberation on the t stimorsy

adduced, confirmed the plea of the accused, and found
him, the said privateJohn l.aun.igan,of company J, Forty-
sixth regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, ns follows:.Of
tin- specification, guilty; of tho charge, guilty; and,
therefore d-d sentence him. the said private John Lanna¬
gan, JfCompany I,Forly sixth regiment Pennsylvania Vo¬
lunteers, to be hanged by tho neck till he b" dead,at snch-
timo and piacc as sliail bo fixed upon by tho proper
authority, two-thirds of the members of the court martial,
concurring therein.

II The Minor General commanding confirms the pro¬
ceedings of tho court martial in the case of private John
lannagiui, ofCompany I. Forty-sixth PcnnsjIvar.iuVolun-
teors. it was proper for tho Court to take testimony,,
notwithstanding tlie plea of the accused. They did this,
and liie narrative of an eyewitness shows that the-
prisoner was guilty of the foul murder of his commanding
ofi-cer, without any provocation 0r excuse which might
serve to extenuate his offence. The exemplary punish¬
ment or the accused is demanded by every consideration
of military discipline. Private John Lannagan will
accordingly bo hanged by the neck till he be dead, at the
camp or General Banks 'division, at such bour and spot
on the 23d day < f December, 1861, as the division com¬
mander may direct.
By command of Major General McCLELLAN.
Si. Williams, Assistant Adjutant General.

Frederick, Dec. 22,1861.
L-mahan was hung at two o'clock this afternoon. He

died without a struggle. The body was taken posession
of by his friends. Many citizens were present as spec
tators.
Tho weather is stormv.


